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clusters. He went on to medical school, 
after which he practiced neurosurgery for 
six years for the Air Force. He went into 
the private practice of neurosurgery in 
Austin in 1 962 and continued until 2004. 
He was an officer of the Austin Doctors 
Bu i lding Corporation and helped develop 
programs at Brackenridge Hospital. 
Mary Spears E lrod Lee '48, October 19,  
Greenville. She was retired from the 
Greenville County School System as 
an elementary school librarian. 
Patricia Ann Brown Oster '48, October 
3, Summerfield, F la. 
Sylvia Jane Fowls Wood '49, September 
1 7, Columbia, S .C.  She was actively 
involved in the Girl Scouts of America for 
1 5  years, serving as leader and coordinator 
for the state of South Carol ina .  She also 
served as secretary to three Presbyterian 
churches in the Columbia area for a total 
of 23 years. 
Lois Whatley Beard ' 50, September 4, 
Bu ies Creek, N .C .  
J a c k  Ruhl ' 50, September 7 ,  Fort Wayne, 
Ind. After serving as a chaplain's assistant 
in the U .S .  Navy, he joined the staff at First 
Presbyterian Church in Fort Wayne in 1951  
and was staff organist and church theatre 
manager unti l  his retirement in 1 99 1 . He 
also edited the church's newsletter, taught 
piano and organ, was pianist for the Fort 
Wayne Phi lharmonic and performed 
recitals throughout the country. After 
retirement he remained an active member 
of the local chapter of the American Gui ld 
of Organists and edited and designed the 
chapter's monthly newsletter. He helped 
establish an annual  National Organ Playing 
Competition and a series of organ recitals 
and choral concerts. 
Nancy Eugenia Benton ' 52,  October 6, 
Florence, S .C.  She taught in  the Sumter 
(S.C.)  city schools for many years. 
Winona Burton B radham '52 ,  November 
1 1 ,  Camden, S .C .  She was a retired 
registered nurse. 
Paul Marshall Hart '52, October 7, 
Hudson, N .C .  He was a retired Un ited 
Methodist min ister and had served 
a number of North Carolina pastorates. 
Robert Long ' 52,  October 8, Columbia, 
S.C. He served in the U .S .  Navy for 20 
years as a chaplain and retired as a com­
mander. He went on to be pastor of North 
Trenholm Baptist C hurch in Columbia for 
13 years and Pine Belt Baptist Church for 
1 0  years. 
Arline Whitfield Blakely '53, October 14,  
Greenvi l le .  She was a retired teacher from 
the Oconee County (S .C.) School System. 
Charles Jerry Canupp ' 54, October 3, 
Anderson, S .C.  He was a retired chiro­
practor who in later years was president 
of Al lenwood Plastics and was a sales 
manager for American Sentry. He was 
a former Mason and had been active in 
the Jaycees, Lions C lub and Rotary C lub 
of  Anderson. 
James Irvine Ransbotham ' 54, August 
2 1 ,  Fayettevi l le, N .C .  He was a decorated 
U .S .  Army officer who flew helicopters 
and fixed wing a i rcraft during three tours 
in Viet Nam. He was named an honorary 
crew chief for the U .S .  Air Force 
Thunderbirds in 1 997. 
Dorothy Jean Manly Tripp ' 54, 
November 1 5, Charlotte, N .C .  She retired 
from the City of Charlotte in 1 997. She 
also spent 25 years with Bank of America. 
Robert Adair Williamson, Sr. ' 54, 
October 30, Anderson, S.C. Following 
service in the U .S .  Army during the Korean 
War, he was minister of music at First 
Baptist Church of Lancaster, S .C. ,  for eight 
years and then spent 31 years as minister 
of music at Northgate Baptist Church 
in Greenvi l le .  
Joseph Earl Crook, Sr.  '55,  October 2,  
Inman, S .C.  He became associate pastor 
at First Baptist Church of Spartanburg, 
S .C . ,  in 1 959 and later served churches in 
Woodruff, S .C. ,  and again in Spartanburg. 
SARAH MAN LY, 1 92 7-2007 
Sara h  G i l l espie M a n ly '48, longtime educator and civic leader 
i n  G reenville, died December 20 in New Delhi, Ind ia .  
She had been visiting a mission and school for widows and chi ldren 
in  Ranchi in  association with a group cal led D in ing for Women when 
she suffered a heart attack, from which she did not recover. She was 80. 
A cum laude graduate of Furman with a degree i n  biology, she later 
earned a master's degree from Clemson Un iversity. She taught chemistry 
and physics at two local high schools for 12 years and taught physics 
at Clemson for four years. She also worked as an ophthalmic photo­
grapher and ret inal  angiographer with her husband, ophthalmologist 
Basi l Manly IV '47, from 1 976-96.  
She was elected to three terms on the G reenvi l le County School 
Board, serving from 1 976-88, and from 1 988-92 she was a member of 
the South Carolina House of Representatives. In 1 991  she was named 
state Legislator of the Year by the South Carolina School Boards Assoc iation . 
Active in Greenvil le's First Baptist Church, she was a founding member 
of the Al l iance for Qua l ity Education, a tutor with the Greenvi l le County 
Literacy Association and a longtime volunteer with Meals on Wheels and 
the Guardian Ad Litem program, which helps protect chi ldren in  the court 
system.  
I n  1 994 Furman inducted her  into its chapter of  Ph i Beta Kappa, 
the academic honorary society, and she served on the advisory board 
for the university's R ichard W. Riley Institute. 
He was also d irector of the Vera Parsons 
Adult Center at the Charles Lea Center 
in  Spartanburg. He was a U .S .  Army 
veteran of World War II, serving in Japan .  
Hugh Chandler Fortson '55, October 29,  
Greenwood, S .C.  He was a U .S .  Army 
veteran of World War I I  and a Baptist 
min ister. He retired from Victory Baptist 
Church in  Moncks Corner, S .C ., in  1 986 
and then served as interim pastor of several 
churches and as senior adult minister at 
West Side Baptist Church in Greenwood. 
He also volunteered with the Faith Home. 
Eunice Farmer Gaines '55, November 1 9, 
Campobello, S .C.  She was a retired 
teacher from Spartanburg County (S .C . )  
District I .  
J u l i a n  M i lford "Juby" McKin ley '55 ,  
November 1 6, Anderson, S C .  He was 
a retired pastor, school principal and farmer. 
Fred Eugene Robinson '55 ,  September 
1 0, Greenville. He was a U .S .  Army 
veteran, having retired as a colonel after 
serving during the Cold War. He was also 
retired from Leon H. Robinson and Son 
Insurance, Inc.  
Viola �aylor Lang '56, September 23,  
Slater, S .C.  She was retired from Greenville 
County Schools, where she taught from 
1 939 to 1 979. 
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